
City In Focus

Glad Tidings Spiritual Growth Series



“Bring Joy
to a City”

Acts 8:1-8



1 Saul was one of the witnesses, and he agreed 

completely with the killing of Stephen.  A great wave of 

persecution began that day, sweeping over the church in 

Jerusalem; and all the believers except the apostles were 

scattered through the regions of Judea and Samaria.

Acts 8:1-8   NLT



2 (Some devout men came and buried Stephen with 

great mourning.) 3 But Saul was going everywhere to 

destroy the church. He went from house to house, 

dragging out both men and women to throw them into 

prison.  4 But the believers who were scattered preached 

the Good News about Jesus wherever they went. 

Acts 8:1-8   NLT



5 Philip, for example, went to the city of Samaria and 

told the people there about the Messiah. 6 Crowds 

listened intently to Philip because they were eager 

to hear his message and see the miraculous signs 

he did. 

Acts 8:1-8   NLT



7 Many evil spirits were cast out, screaming as 

they left their victims. And many who had been 

paralyzed or lame were healed.  8 So there 

was great joy in that city.

Acts 8:1-8   NLT







"Even though Christ gives the Great 

Commission before his Ascension, it almost 

takes the initial outbreak of persecution in 

Acts to spread the gospel”. 

William Inboden, Religious Freedom Project





First, God places a 
burden in your heart. 

Then, He calls you to die 
so that others might live.



L. earn about God
O. bserve the community
V.  alue people intentionally
E. ngage in service



The Jewish Leaders were infuriated by Stephen's 

accusation, and they shook their fists in rage (grinding 

their teeth against him).  But Stephen, full of the Holy 

Spirit, gazed steadily upward into heaven and saw the 

glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place 

of honour at God's right hand."

Acts 7:54



"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit”.

John 12:24



 Others will be blessed 
because you gave 

yourself away in love.



What is Jesus asking you 
to lay down in your life so 
that others can find joy?


